
Harirud River
CONFLICT

AFGHANISTAN
Harirud River originates in
Afghanistan. 
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Irrigation needs are rising due to
drought

Harirud River originates in
Afghanistan. 
Afghans built two dams

Salma Dam & Pashdan-Dam
The main source of water
Provides electrical, political, &
agricultural needs
Growing  Population Increases
water demands
Irrigation needs are rising due to
drought

PAST CONFLICTS
June 2021: 16 killed at security
checkpoint @ Salma Dam by Taliban
Aug 2021: 10 Killed @ checkpoints
Aug 2021: 10 rockets fired at the dam
Small skirmishes and conflicts on the
border between Iran & Afghanistan
over the water rights throughout the
years

ECOLOGICAL CONFLICT
Droubts and dams are causing areas
of the river to dry up negatively
impacting food production and local
wildlife.
Desertification is spreading in some
areas near the river because of the
dams
Parts of the river dries up during
parts of the year

IRAN & TURKMENISTAN
Good relations between Iran and Turkmenistan
Harirud River splits the border between the two nations
Built Doosti Dam together
Harirud River provides 93% of water to the dam
Equal sharing of water, both claim 30% of the water flow for their needs
Both use the dam for irrigation and hydroelectric power
Both need water for their growing populations
Iran exceeding groundwater supply causing depletion 

POTENTIAL CONFLICTS
Due to increasing populations in all three countries, water
resources are becoming more scarce. 
Since Salma & Pashdan-Dam were built, conflicts have
increased.
Afghanistan’s failure to come to agreements has
increased tensions
Increased drought and water loss could lead to all-out
war in the area
Taliban will eventually destroy the Salma dam causing
flooding and Afghan retaliation
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Afghanistan must start to cooperate
with Iran and Turkmenistan over
water rights given the river originates
in their country to prevent hostilities.
All three countries need to enhance
their water conservation and work
together to reduce their pollution.  

OBLIGATIONS

With the growing populations, each
nation is obligated to provide fresh
and clean water to their people. 

Clean water is mandatory for the
health and wellness of humans and
wildlife. 
Fresh water prevents many illnesses
which can devastate populations

Water is vital for life. Someone can
only survive approximately three days
without water.
Fresh water has been the cause of
many conflicts throughout history in
the Middle East and beyond.
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